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Aviation Investigation Preliminary Report

Location: Newberg, OR Accident Number: WPR24FA004

Date & Time: October 3, 2023, 18:47 Local Registration: N8360K

Aircraft: Piper PA-44-180 Injuries: 2 Fatal, 1 Serious

Flight Conducted Under: Part 91: General aviation - Instructional

On October 3, 2023, about 1847 Pacific daylight time, a Piper PA-44-180, N8360K, was 
substantially damaged when it was involved in an accident near Newberg, Oregon. The flight 
instructor and the pilot receiving instruction were fatally injured; a pilot rated passenger was 
seriously injured. The airplane was operated as a Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations Part 91 
instructional flight.

A representative from the operator reported that, the pilot receiving instruction had recently 
obtained a commercial pilot certificate with an airplane single engine land rating and the 
accident flight was his first flight in his multi engine training program. They added that it is 
common for the first multi engine training flight to include slow flight, power off stalls, power 
on stalls, accelerated stalls, Minimum control airspeed (VMC) demonstration, emergency 
maneuvers, and steep turns. 

Recorded Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B) data provided by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) showed that the airplane departed Portland-Hillsboro Airport 
(HIO) at 0118:21 and ascended to 1,200 ft mean sea level (msl) before a left turn was initiated. 
The airplane continued on a western heading and ascended to an altitude of about 3,400 ft 
msl. At 0125:35 the airplane made a left turn to the south and ascended to an altitude of 5,300 
ft msl. At 0130:46 the airplane made a left 180° turn to the north, then made a right turn to the 
northeast. The data showed the airplane continued on a northeast heading for about 3 
minutes, before a series of 360° turns to the left and right were performed. At the completion 
of the turns, the airplane turned to the southwest. The data showed that at 0143:48, the 
airplane made a left turn to the southeast. While on a southeasterly heading, the airplane’s 
ground speed began to decrease from 133 kts.  At 0145:56 the data showed the airplanes 
ground speed had decreased to 69 kts, at an altitude of 5750 ft msl, and began to descend on 
a southeasterly heading.  The last recorded ADS-B target, at 0146:38, was located about 50 ft 
northwest of the accident site at an altitude of 525 ft, as seen in figure 1.  
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Figure 1: View of accident airplane flight track.

Multiple witnesses located near the accident site reported observing the airplane in level flight 
before it pitched downward and entered a near-vertical descent. The airplane continued in a 
nose-low, near-vertical descent until the airplane went out of visual range. Several witnesses 
described the airplane as “spinning” or “spiraling” during various phases of the vertical 
descent. 

Examination of the accident site revealed that the airplane impacted a single-story residential 
structure, substantially damaging the fuselage and wings. The airplane came to rest in a near 
vertical attitude in the residential structure, on a heading of about 285° magnetic at an 
elevation of 249 ft msl. No visible ground scars were observed surrounding the wreckage. All 
major structural components of the airplane were located within about 10 ft of the main 
wreckage. The wreckage was recovered to a secure location for further examination. 

Aircraft and Owner/Operator Information 

Aircraft Make: Piper Registration: N8360K

Model/Series: PA-44-180 Aircraft Category: Airplane

Amateur Built:

Operator: HILLSBORO AERO ACADEMY 
LLC

Operating Certificate(s) 
Held:

Pilot school (141)

Operator Designator Code:
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Meteorological Information and Flight Plan

Conditions at Accident Site: VMC Condition of Light: Dusk

Observation Facility, Elevation: KUAO,196 ft msl Observation Time: 18:53 Local

Distance from Accident Site: 9 Nautical Miles Temperature/Dew Point: 18°C /13°C

Lowest Cloud Condition: Few / 4800 ft AGL Wind Speed/Gusts, Direction: 3 knots / , 360°

Lowest Ceiling: Visibility: 10 miles

Altimeter Setting: 30.24 inches Hg Type of Flight Plan Filed:

Departure Point: Hillsboro, OR (HIO) Destination: Hillsboro, OR (HIO)

Wreckage and Impact Information 

Crew Injuries: 2 Fatal Aircraft Damage: Substantial

Passenger Injuries: 1 Serious Aircraft Fire: None

Ground Injuries: Aircraft Explosion: None

Total Injuries: 2 Fatal, 1 Serious Latitude, Longitude: 45.31399,-122.94885 

Administrative Information

Investigator In Charge (IIC): Gutierrez, Eric

Additional Participating Persons: Keith Ruconich; Federal Aviation Administration; Portland, OR
Kathryn Whitaker; Piper Aircraft, Inc.; Vero Beach, FL
Troy Helgeson ; Lycoming Engines; Williamsport, PA

Investigation Class: Class 3

Note:

https://www.ntsb.gov/about/organization/AS/Pages/aviation-classification.aspx

